THE   BEGINNING   OF  THE  END
and amid loud shouts of acclamation the ancient formula, Soit droitfait comme est dksirb, was pronounced.
All London burst into mad rejoicings. In the streets of the city the scenes were reminiscent of that memorable occasion when Charles and Buckingham had ridden through the capital like conquerors after their return from Spain. Church bells rang out merrily, whilst that night the town was lit up by bonfires. The joyful news was spread abroad, and as it travelled it gained the colourful addition that the Duke had that very night been sent to the Tower. On Tower Hill a band of youths pulled down the old scaffold, saying they would have a new one built for the Duke of Buckingham. The news travelled westward, and as far as Ware people lit their bonfires and drank to Buckingham's death.
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